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made it unable to act in any way, more particularly
against the roads between Metz and Verdun, which were
still at some distance; the Saxon division of the Twelfth
Corps remained with its army corps.

The First Army, on the evening of the 14th, had just
fought a hard and long battle. After having opened in
an entirely unforeseen manner, that battle had been
conducted in a completely unpremeditated way by the
Germans. It might have been disastrous for them, as
General von Moltke has acknowledged since, if the
French, who had the means to do it, had thought of
vigorously throwing back the heads of the German
columns which were closing on them from too short a
distance.

On the 15th of August, at 11 a.m. General von Moltke
wires to the commander of the Second Army:

" The French have been completely thrown back on
Metz and it is likely that they are by now in full Retreat
on Verdun. . . ."

Frederick Charles, on his side, has made a comment
on the actual facts. The General Staff's historical
records run thus :

" From information transmitted by General Head-
quarters during the day of the 15th, as well as from
various reports, more particularly those of the Third
Corps, the commander of the Second Army had been
brought to the conclusion that the French army was in
full and hasty retreat in the direction of the Meuse, and
that it was therefore urgent to follow it without delay.

u A telegram sent as early as 11 a.m. on the 15th had
imparted that appreciation to General Headquarters
as well as a scheme ^hich consisted in crossing the
Moselle, on the 16th, with the army's main body. As
no order to the contrary had come to reverse that de-
cision, Prince Frederick Charles had fixed, at 7 p.m., the
following dispositions for the 16thu

" Pont-&-Mousson, August Wth9 7p.m.

" In the evening of yesterday, fractions of the First
Army attacked the enemy near Metz and forced him
back into the town* The French army has begun re-
treating towards the Meuse, From to-morrow onwards,